Charge to the Jury.
Mr Justice Darlinz
unnecessary to say—and it is said by the doctors for the defence—
is a^man who has made a study of this matter, and is as well
qualified as anybody in the United Kingdom to give an authori-
tative opinion. He has written about it and studied it, and no
one pretends he is not a man to be thoroughly trusted. He says,
" On the 23rd January, judging from the evidence on the return
of Mrs. Armstrong from the asylum, I have no doubt the neuritis
was then peripheral. It is very difficult to diagnose arsenical
poisoning during life. On 21st February there'was the high-
steppage. That is a most important symptom in peripheral
neuritis. Mrs. Armstrong complained that she had springs under
her feet, and it is common. On the 15th February there was
vomiting. Those symptoms were undoubtedly due to poisoning,
and having regard to the peripheral neuritis undoubtedly due to
arsenical poisoning."' Then he explained all that, and said, " The
arsenic was shown to be taken a few days before llth February
to produce those symptoms. As to the 16th February, the symp-
toms of that are those of arsenic taken a few hours before. I
consider the vomiting and diarrhoea indicate further the taking
of a large dose of arsenic within a few hours of the onset of the
symptoms of the 16th.'5 He comes to the post-mortem examina-
tion now. " From the distribution of arsenic in the alimentary
canal I have no doubt that 2 grains or more of arsenic—possibly
a fatal dose—was taken within twenty-four hours of death. I
have no doubt about it at all." If he is right—if 2 grains or
more of arsenic were taken twenty-four hours before death, then
the theory that Mrs. Armstrong took it herself is impossible. " I
agree that arsenic taken through the mouth would take ten hours
to twelve hours for liquid to get to the caecum. I have no doubt
as to a large dose having been taken within twenty-four hours of
death. The arsenic in the liver indicates that a good deal of
arsenic had been appropriated during life, and that the kidneys
must have been damaged by the poison. On the symptoms of
20th and 21st August it would be very unsafe to form any con-
clusion against the defendant, as the deceased was given arsenic
medicinally/7 Then he explained how it got into the hair and
nails and then grows out. tf During the last few days of Mrs.
Armstrong's life, seeing that she had peripheral neuritis on the
llth February, her legs must have been getting weaker and prac-
tically paralysed. The certificate of Dr. Hincks shows death to
be due to natural causes. That is all one could give. In this
case the murmur and condition of the heart undoubtedly were due
to arsenical poisoning. As to large doses being taken—or several
doses taken—some in August and some in February—there must
have been several taken from 16th February to 22nd February. I
think this puts the theory of suicide out of Court." That is the
deliberate opinion of Sir William Willcox. " I have no doubt
sh« kad a large dose of arsenic within twenty-four hours of her
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